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the concurrence of the French Government. Feisal
was strongly recommended to come to terms with
the French direct, but he hesitated to do so, and
sent in a long appeal to the British Government not
to abandon him. For over a month there were
continual meetings and negotiations in Downitig
Street,, and by the time he left England he realised
that there was nothing for it but to enter into some
agreement with the French Government. Lawrence
was in London at the time, and wrote a long letter
to Lord Curxon giving his views on what should be
done, and recommending among other things that
Feisal should be told what the British Government
proposed to do in Mesopotamia* Lord Curzon
disagreed with this, but suggested that opportunity
should be taken of Feisal's presence in London to
ask him whether there was any truth in a report
which had just reached the Foreign Office that dur-
ing July six well-known Sherifian officers had made
a tour of the Mesopotamia*! tribes in disguise,
obtaining signatures to anti-British manifestos. I
had commented on this report that there was some-
thing very wrong somewhere, and that it seemed to
me lamentable that the very officers with whom Law-
rence, Joyce, and myself, among others, had lived
in the closest possible touch, and who looked to the
British Government as the mainstay of their revolt
against the Turk, should be touring their own
country in disguise.
When I questioned Nuri about this, he at once
admitted that representatives had been sent to
spy out the land, but he assured me most earnestly
that they had been expressly enjoined to refrain
from any kind of intrigue against the British admini-
stration. He mentioned the petition of the Bagh-